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SALE AND USE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS. 

By Martin I. Wilbbet, Technical Assistant, Division of Pharmacology, Hygienic Labora- 
tory, United States Public Health Service. 

Few legislative problems offer greater difficulties than are pre- 
sented by the need for providing equitable restrictions on the sale of 
alcohol and alcohol-containing materials, for use in medicine or the 
arts, in prohibition territory. 

For many years it has been asserted that pseudo drug stores were 
being established throughout the country for the express purpose of 
taking advantage of the exception clauses in prohibition or local- 
option laws to supply alcohol-containing beverages to all who care to 
buy. The abuses that have grown out of this practice have been re- 
peatedly commented upon by pharmacists and others, who appreciate 
the odium that evasions of this kind must of necessity bring on 
pharmacy as an occupation to be engaged in by reputable men. 
Many and varied suggestions have been made to restrict the sale of 
alcoholic beverages for medicinal purposes, but practically all have 
failed because of the existing internal-revenue laws which require 
that all who desire to retail alcohol or alcoholic beverages for medici- 
nal or mechanical purposes pay the regular retail liquor dealer's 
tax and be classed as liquor dealers by the collector of internal 
revenue. 

In prohibition or local-option territory the payment of the special 
tax to sell alcohol is usually considered to be evidence of the intent 
to sell alcoholic liquids for beverage purposes and will generally 
suffice to subject the individual to considerable annoyance by officials 
intrusted with the enforcement of local option or prohibition laws. 

The following preamble and resolutions adopted by the National 
Association of Retail Druggists, at the annual meeting in Philadel- 
phia August, 1914, may be accepted as reflecting the wishes of 
reputable retail druggists in this connection: 

Whereas the injustice of classifying druggists as retail liquor dealers and 
compelling them to pay the retail liquor dealer's special tax has long been 
apparent; and 
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Whereas the druggists of the United States, through their various State and 

national associations, have repeatedly expressed their disapproval of this 

unjust classification and their protest at this unjust tax : Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the National Association of Retail Druggists in convention 

assembled reiterates its objection to this tax and that a suitable memorandum 

of this protest be submitted by our secretary to his honor the Secretary of the 

Treasury of the United States; and be it further 

Resolved, That the National Association of Retail Druggists, through the 
proper officials and in the manner deemed best, respectfully request his honor 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States to give an official opinion 
as to why retail druggists should be compelled to pay this tax. 

Resolved by the National Association of Retail Druggists in convention as- 
sembled, That every honorable effort be put forth by this association to secure 
the passage of a law that will more strongly differentiate between the me- 
dicinal and beverage sales of alcohol than the present laws do ; and be it further 
Resolved, That every effort be made to secure the passage of a law reducing 
the alcohol tax of retail druggists to the sum of $5. 

Resolved, That this association instructs its legislative committee to cause 
the introduction into Congress of a bill to provide for a nominal tax upon the 
sale of alcoholic liquors when sold by pharmacists for medicinal, mechanical, 
and scientific purpose only, and that a special stamp be Issued for this purpose. 

Other associations have gone on record asking that some remedy 
be devised to eliminate the existing evil, and have expressed the 
belief that anything that might be done to provide for the legitimate 
sale of alcohol without classing the seller as a retail liquor dealer 
would be of advantage not alone to the dealer but also to the com- 
munity in which the business is being transacted. 

With the precedent that will be established under the provisions 
of the Harrison antinarcotic bill, if it is enacted into law, it should 
be possible to extend the principle of registration and record em- 
bodied in that law to cover alcohol and alcohol-containing beversges. 
A provision of this kind would serve to definitely locate all dealers 
in alcohol and alcoholic liquids for medicinal purposes ; would suffice 
to class them apart from the dealers selling alcoholic liquids for 
beverage purposes ; would furnish the necessary information to make 
prohibition and local-option laws more effective, and would practi- 
cally preclude the sale of alcohol for beverage purposes under the 
guise of medicine. To do this it would be necessary, of course, to 
increase the registration fee included in the Harrison antinarcotic 
act to a sum sufficient to furnish a reasonable revenue, equivalent 
perhaps to that now collected from the retail drug trade under the 
existing law, and to require that every retail dealer in alcohol and 
narcotics pay the fee and preserve a record of his purchase on blanks 
similar to those to be provided for the purchase of narcotic drugs 
in accord with the provisions embodied in the Harrison bill. 

If retail druggists are really in earnest in their objection to be 
classed as retail liquor dealers, it should be comparatively easy for 
them to secure the cooperation of persons interested in the enforce- 
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ment of existing laws, for the purpose of securing the enactment of 
legislation necessary to provide for a separate classification as deal- 
ers in alcohol and narcotic drugs, with the requirement that dealers 
in this class keep a record sufficient to show the amount of alcohol or 
alcohol-containing materials purchased, and thus afford to officials 
in prohibition or local-option territory an opportunity to actually 
enforce this type of restrictive legislation in a way hitherto impos- 
sible. 

PLAGUE ERADICATION IN CALIFORNIA. 
PRESENT SITUATION— THE DISEASE APPARENTLY ERADICATED. 

By J. D. Long, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

In order that a clear understanding may be had of the present 
situation with regard to plague in the State of California it will be 
necessary to review briefly the past history of plague in the State. 

Plague was first reported in California about the year 1900, and 
from that time until 1904 cases occurred from time to time. 

From 1904 until 1907 no case was reported. 

In May, 1907, a sporadic case was reported at the Marine Hos- 
pital. The outbreak proper began in August, 1907, and continued 
in the city of San Francisco until January, 1908. During this pe- 
riod 159 human cases occurred. During the same period 15 cases 
occun-ed in Oakland, 1 in Berkeley, and 1 in Point Richmond. 
During the period from 1908 until the present time cases have oc- 
curred as follows in the counties outside of the cities above men- 
tioned : 

Cases. 

Contra Costa County * 

Alameda County 2 

Los Angeles County 1 

San Benito County 2 

Santa Clara County 1 

San Joaquin County 1 

Total number of cases, 187. 

In the last human case of plague to occur in California the patient 
sickened at Walnut Creek, Contra Costa County, in May, 1914, and 
made an uneventful recovery. This case was mild and atypical. 

During the period from August, 1907, to October, 1908, 398 plague- 
infected rats were found in the city of San Francisco, and from 
September, 1907, to December 1, 1908, 125 plague-infected rats were 
found in the city of Oakland. 

In August, 1908, the discovery was made that plague existed among 
the ground squirrels, which have heretofore so plentifully infested the 
lands comprised in the rural districts of California. Since that time 



